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MASS PROPERS
Second Sunday of Christmas
SETTING OF THE MASS Missa ad praesepe

Malcolm (1917-97)

This service is live streamed on YouTube.
Retiring collection: please make donations in the collection plate or tap
your debit or credit card on the machine.

_______________________

The choir enters; the organ plays. Please stand when the bell rings.
The choir sings the entrance chant.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against thee
and against our neighbour,
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve thee in newness of life
to the glory of thy name.
Amen.
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
KYRIE ELEISON is sung by the choir.
Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy.
Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is sung by the choir.
Glory be to God on high,
and in earth peace, good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ:
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
Almighty God,
who in the birth of thy Son
hast poured upon us the new light of thine incarnate Word
and revealed to us the fullness of thy love:
help us so to walk in his light and dwell in his love
that we may know the fullness of his joy;
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiasticus 24.1-12
A reading from the book Ecclesiacticus
Wisdom praises herself, and tells of her glory in the midst of her
people. In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth,
and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: ‘I came forth
from the mouth of the Most High, and covered the earth like a
mist. I dwelt in the highest heavens, and my throne was in a pillar
of cloud. Alone I compassed the vault of heaven and traversed the
depths of the abyss. Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, and
over every people and nation I have held sway. Among all these I
sought a resting-place; in whose territory should I abide? ‘Then the
Creator of all things gave me a command, and my Creator chose
the place for my tent. He said, “Make your dwelling in Jacob, and
in Israel receive your inheritance.” Before the ages, in the
beginning, he created me, and for all the ages I shall not cease to
be. In the holy tent I ministered before him, and so I was
established in Zion. Thus in the beloved city he gave me a restingplace, and in Jerusalem was my domain. I took root in an honoured
people, in the portion of the Lord, his heritage.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 147.12-20
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem : praise thy God, O Sion.
For he hath made fast the bars of thy gates : and hath blessed thy
children within thee.
He maketh peace in thy borders : and filleth thee with the flour of
wheat.
He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth : and his word
runneth very swiftly.
He giveth snow like wool : and scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes.
He casteth forth his ice like morsels : who is able to abide his frost?
He sendeth out his word, and melteth them : he bloweth with his
wind, and the waters flow.

He sheweth his word unto Jacob : his statutes and ordinances unto
Israel.
He hath not dealt so with any nation : neither have the heathen
knowledge of his laws.
SECOND READING Ephesians 1.3-14
A reading from the St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according
to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for
the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is
the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the pagans.
Glory be to you, O Christ, believed in by the world.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
GOSPEL John 1.10-18
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried
out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks
ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.
SERMON
THE CREED p562 in the hymnal

Fr Julian Browning
Merbecke

THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

OFFERTORY MOTET

Amner (1579-1641)

O ye little flock, O ye faithful shepherds,
O ye hosts of heav'n, give ear unto my song.
The shepherds were a-watching of their flocks by night,
and behold, an angel.
And the glory of the Lord shone round about them,
and they all quaked for fear.
Fear not, for unto you is born a Saviour,
and not to you, but to all people,
which is Christ our Lord.
And suddenly, an host of heav'nly angels
sung and praised God, and said:
Glory be to God on high,
peace be on earth, goodwill to men.
Alleluia.
And they cry, one to another,
Holy, holy holy is the Lord of hosts.
All the world is full of his glory.
Alleluia.

Pray, my brothers and sisters,
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.
THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Sanctify, O Lord, the offerings we make
on the Nativity of your Only Begotten Son,
for by it you show us the way of truth
and promise the life of the heavenly Kingdom.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS are sung by the choir:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory,
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Please kneel

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
… O Father Almighty, world without end.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

AGNUS DEI is sung by the choir.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

Behold the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy
that thou shouldest come under my roof,
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed.
The choir sings the communion antiphon.
Please use either of the two communion stations.
Gluten-free hosts are available at the Lady Altar station.
COMMUNION HYMN 28 In the bleak midwinter
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God, we humbly ask you,
that, through the working of this mystery,
our offences may be cleansed
and our just desires fulfilled.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE BLESSING
THE DISMISSAL
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
FINAL HYMN 23 Behold the great Creator makes

ANGELUS (Memorial of the Incarnation) is sung:
The Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary.
And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou
among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the
hour of our death. Amen.
Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
Be it unto me according to thy word.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou
among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the
hour of our death. Amen.
And the Word was made flesh.
And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou
among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the
hour of our death. Amen.
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts;
that as we have known the Incarnation of thy Son, Jesus Christ, by
the message of an angel,
so by his cross and passion
we may be brought to the glory of his resurrection;
through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.
VOLUNTARY In Dir ist Freude BWV 615

Bach (1685-1750)
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