All Saints Margaret Street
___________________________________________________

MASS PROPERS
Christmas Eve 2021
SETTING OF THE MASS Missa Sancti Nicolai Haydn (1732-1809)

This service is live streamed on YouTube.
Retiring collection: please make donations in the collection plate or tap
your debit or credit card on the machine.
_______________________

LITURGICAL WELCOME OF THE BISHOP
Please stand when the bell rings and turn to face the church door.
The Bishop is met at the door by the Vicar, clergy and servers.
He is presented with a crucifix which he kisses.
He receives holy water, with which he asperses himself and those
around him.
He blesses incense and is censed by the Vicar.
The procession then enters the church and leads the Bishop to the
High Altar.

As the Bishop moves through the nave, he blesses the people and the
choir sings:
ANTIPHON
Elgar (1857-1934)
Ecce sacerdos magnus, qui in diebus suis placuit Deo, et
inventus est justus.
Behold a great priest, who in his days pleased God, and was found
righteous.
Please bow or genuflect as the bishop passes and gives his blessing.
The choir sings the entrance chant.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
PENITENTIAL RITE
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against thee
and against our neighbour,
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve thee in newness of life
to the glory of thy name.
Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
KYRIE ELEISON is sung by the choir.
Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy.
Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is sung by the Choir:
Glory be to God on high,
and in earth peace, good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ:
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Eternal God,
who made this most holy night
to shine with the brightness of thy one true light:
bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth,
to see the radiance of thy heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9.2-7
A reading from the book of Isaiah
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on
the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and
all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for
evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 96
O SING unto the Lord a new song : sing unto the Lord, all the
whole earth.
Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : be telling of his
salvation from day to day.
Declare his honour unto the heathen : and his wonders unto all
people.
For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised : he is more
to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols : but it is the
Lord that made the heavens.
Glory and worship are before him : power and honour are in his
sanctuary.
Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people : ascribe unto
the Lord worship and power.
Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name : bring
presents, and come into his courts.
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : let the whole earth
stand in awe of him.
Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King : and that it is
he who hath made the round world so fast that it cannot be
moved; and how that he shall judge the people righteously.
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad : let the sea make
a noise, and all that therein is.
Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it : then shall all the trees
of the wood rejoice before the Lord.
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth : and with
righteousness to judge the world, and the people with his
truth.

SECOND READING: Titus 2.11-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,
training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the
present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the
glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
I bring you news of great joy:
today a saviour has been born to us, Christ the Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 2.1-14
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there
were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But
the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favours!’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.
SERMON

The Vicar, Fr Peter Anthony

THE CREED For text, see p562 in the hymnal

Haydn

THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

OFFERTORY MOTET

Sweelinck (1562-1621)

Hodie Christus natus est. Noe, noe. Hodie Salvator apparuit.
Alleluia. Hodie in terra canunt Angeli, laetantur Archangeli. Noe,
noe. Hodie exsultant justi, dicentes: Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Alleluia. Noe, noe.
Today Christ is born. Nowell, nowell. Today the Saviour appeared.
Alleluia. Today on Earth the Angels sing, Archangels rejoice. Nowell,
nowell. Today the righteous rejoice, saying: Glory to God in the highest.
Alleluia. Nowell, nowell.

Pray, my brothers and sisters,
that this, our sacrifice,
may be acceptable to God the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.
THE PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the oblation of this day’s feast
be pleasing to you, O Lord, we pray,
that through this most holy exchange
we may be found in the likeness of Christ,
in whom our nature is united to you.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS are sung by the choir:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory,
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
… O Father Almighty, world without end.
Amen.

Please kneel

THE LORD’S PRAYER

AGNUS DEI is sung by the choir.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.
During the Agnus Dei, the priest says:
Behold the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy
that thou shouldest come under my roof,
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed.

The choir sings the communion antiphon.
Please use either of the two communion stations.
Gluten-free hosts are available at the Lady Altar station.
COMMUNION HYMN 35 Silent Night
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
that we, who are gladdened by participation
in the feast of our Redeemer’s Nativity,
may through an honourable way of life
become worthy of union with him.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
THE BLESSING
FINAL HYMN: 30 O come, all ye faithful

verses 1, 2, & 5

BLESSING OF THE CRIB
Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son
has revealed to us the holiness of creation,
be pleased to bless and hallow this image of his sacred birth,
so that those who gaze upon it may behold this mystery, whereby
humanity shares in your very nature;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE DISMISSAL
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

FINAL HYMN
30 O come, all ye faithful (v7 descant – Fleming)
VOLUNTARY
Sinfonia from Cantata 29

verses 6 & 7

Bach (1685-1750) arr. Dupré
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