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Evensong and Benediction 
 

with thanksgiving for the Coronation of 
His Majesty King Charles III 

 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter       7th May, 2023, 6pm 
 

All sing REGINA CÆLI: 
 

Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven, alleluia. 
He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia. 
As he promised hath arisen, alleluia. 
Pour for us to God thy prayer, alleluia. 
 

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary: Alleluia! 
For the Lord is risen indeed: Alleluia! 
 

O God, who by the Resurrection of thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, hast given joy unto the world: 
grant we beseech thee that by the help of his Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of 
life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
EVENSONG, according to the 

1662 BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 
 
All sing THE PRECES 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips. And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. The Lord's Name be praised. 
 



The choir sings PSALM 147.1-11 
 

1. Praise the Lord, for it is a good thing to sing praises unto our God : 
 yea, a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful. 
2. The Lord doth build up Jerusalem : and gather together the out-casts of Israel. 
3. He healeth those that are broken in heart : and giveth medicine to heal their sickness. 
4. He telleth the number of the stars : and calleth them all by their names. 
5. Great is our Lord, and great is his power : yea, and his wisdom is infinite. 
6. The Lord setteth up the meek : and bringeth the ungodly down to the ground. 
7. O sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving : sing praises upon the harp unto our God; 
8. Who covereth the heaven with clouds, and prepareth rain for the earth : 
 and maketh the grass to grow upon the mountains, and herb for the use of men; 
9. Who giveth fodder unto the cattle : and feedeth the young ravens that call upon him. 
10. He hath no pleasure in the strength of an horse : neither delighteth he in any man’s legs. 
11. But the Lord’s delight is in them that fear him : and put their trust in his mercy. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Zechariah 4.1-10 
 

The angel who talked with me came again, and wakened me, as one is wakened from sleep. He 
said to me, ‘What do you see?’ And I said, ‘I see a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top 
of it; there are seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top of it. And 
by it there are two olive trees, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.’ I said to the 
angel who talked with me, ‘What are these, my lord?’ Then the angel who talked with me 
answered me, ‘Do you not know what these are?’ I said, ‘No, my lord.’ He said to me, ‘This is the 
word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says the Lord of 
hosts. What are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain; and he shall 
bring out the top stone amid shouts of “Grace, grace to it!” ’ 
 

Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord of 
hosts has sent me to you. For whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and shall 
see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel. ‘These seven are the eyes of the Lord, which range 
through the whole earth.’ 
 

Here endeth the lesson. 
 
  



All sing OFFICE HYMN: The Lamb’s high banquet we await 
 
 

 
 
 

The Lamb’s high banquet we await 
In snow-white robes of royal state, 
And now, the Red Sea’s channel past, 
To Christ our Prince we sing at last. 
 

Upon the altar of the Cross 
His Body has redeemed our loss, 
And tasting of his precious Blood, 
Our life is hid with Christ in God. 
 

That Paschal eve God’s arm was bared, 
The devastating angel spared; 
By strength of hand our hosts went free 
From Pharaoh’s ruthless tyranny. 
 

Now Christ our Passover is slain, 
The Lamb of God that knows no stain, 
And he, the true unleavened Bread, 
Is truly our oblation made. 
 

Maker of all, to thee we pray, 
Fulfil in us thy joy today; 
When death assails, grant, Lord, that we 
May share thy Paschal victory. 
 

To thee who, dead, again dost live, 
All glory, Lord, thy people give, 
All glory to the Father be 
And Spirit blest, eternally. Amen. 

 
MAGNIFICAT is sung by the choir 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath 
regarded : the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall 
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 
 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength 
with his arm : he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down 
the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry 
with good things : and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen 
his servant Israel : as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

(The Canticles are sung to the Evening Service in D by George Dyson, 1883-1964)  



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Revelation 21.1-14 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, 
 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no 
more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’ 
 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, 
‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God 
and they will be my children. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the murderers, 
the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns 
with fire and sulphur, which is the second death.’ 
 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and 
said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.’ And in the spirit he carried 
me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God. It has the glory of God and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear 
as crystal. It has a great, high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the 
gates are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites; on the east three gates, on the 
north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city 
has twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
 

Here endeth the lesson. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS is sung by the choir 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. For mine eyes have 
seen : thy salvation; Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; To be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The 
Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
  



All sing THE RESPONSES & COLLECTS 
 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. Amen. 
 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. And grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the King. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people. And bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

O God, who providest for thy people by thy power, and rulest over them in love: Grant unto thy 
servant Charles, our King, the Spirit of wisdom and government, that being devoted unto thee 
with his whole heart, he may so wisely govern, that in his time thy Church may be in safety, and 
Christian devotion may continue in peace; that so persevering in good works unto the end, he 
may by thy mercy come to thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death and 
opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: we humbly beseech thee that, as by thy grace 
preceding us thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring 
the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen. 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass 
our time in rest and quietness;  
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 
and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
The choir sings THE ANTHEM: 
G.F. Handel (1685-1759), Zadok the Priest 
 

Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed Solomon king. 
And all the people rejoiced and said: 
God save the King! Long live the King! God save the King! 
May the King live for ever. Amen. Hallelujah. 
 

(after 1 Kings 1.34-45) 



BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

O SALUTARIS HOSTIA is sung by the choir 
 

O saving Victim, opening wide 
The gate of heaven to man below; 
Our foes press hard on every side, 
Thine aid supply, thy strength bestow. 
 

All praise and thanks to thee ascend 
For evermore, blest One in Three; 
O grant us life that shall not end, 
In our true native land with thee. 
Amen. 
 

(Setting: Dmitry Bortniansky, 1751-1825) 
 

Blessed, praised and hallowed be Jesus Christ 
upon His Throne of Glory and in the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. [Three times] 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

As we gather in celebration of the coronation of King Charles, we pray that you will bless him 
richly in the years ahead. Guide him and all the members of the Royal Family with your peaceable 
wisdom. 
 

Faithful God, fill them with your hope and joy. 
 

We pray for all who serve our local community. May they be ambassadors of goodwill, building 
friendships and cooperation. 
 

Faithful God, fill them with your hope and joy. 
 

We ask your blessing on our homes and families, on our schools, children and young people. 
May our neighbourhoods be places of hospitality, peace and trust. 
 

Faithful God, fill them with your hope and joy. 
 

We pray for older people in our community, and especially the isolated and housebound, that 
they may be known, honoured and cherished. 
 

Faithful God, fill them with your hope and joy. 
 

We commend to your care the sick and vulnerable, and any who despair. May the joy of our 
nation’s celebration renew them in heart and mind. 
 

Faithful God, fill them with your hope and joy. 
 

We pray for all who come to this place of prayer, whether in times of joy or sorrow, find it a place 
of healing and hope. Transform our lives by your grace, and as you have called us to your service, 
make us worthy of our calling. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus:  
Have mercy on us. [Three times] 
 



TE DEUM LAUDAMUS is sung by the choir 
 

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. All the earth doth worship thee, the 
Father everlasting. To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein. To thee 
cherubin and seraphin continually do cry, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and 
earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. The 
goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. The noble army of martyrs praise thee. The holy 
Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee: the Father of an infinite majesty; thine 
honourable, true and only Son; also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 
 

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. When thou tookest 
upon thee to deliver man, thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. When thou hadst overcome 
the sharpness of death, thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Thou sittest at the 
right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. We 
therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. Make 
them to be numbered with thy saints in glory everlasting. 
 

O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage. Govern them and lift them up for ever. Day by 
day we magnify thee; and we worship thy name, ever world without end. Vouchsafe, O Lord, to 
keep us this day without sin. O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. O Lord, let thy 
mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee. O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be 
confounded. 
 

(Setting from the Morning Service in B-flat by C.V. Stanford, 1852-1924) 
 

TANTUM ERGO is sung by the choir 
 

Therefore we, before him bending, 
This great Sacrament revere; 
Types and shadows have their ending, 
For the newer rite is here; 
Faith, our outward sense befriending, 
Makes the inward vision clear. 
 

Glory let us give, and blessing 
To the Father and the Son, 
Honour, might, and praise addressing, 
While eternal ages run; 
Ever too his love confessing, 
Who from both with both is One. 
Amen. 
 

(Setting: Basil Harwood, 1859-1949) 
 

Thou gavest them bread from heaven. Alleluia! 
Containing within itself all sweetness. Alleluia! 
 

Let us pray: O God, who in a wonderful sacrament hast left unto us a memorial of thy Passion:  
grant us, we beseech thee, so to venerate the sacred mysteries of thy Body and Blood, that we 
may evermore perceive within ourselves the fruits of thy redemption; who livest and reignest 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people with the Blessed Sacrament.  



All repeat the Divine Praises after the Celebrant: 
 

Blessed be God.   
Blessed be his holy Name.  
Blessed be Jesus Christ, 
    true God and true Man.  
Blessed be the Name of Jesus. 
Blessed be his most Sacred Heart. 
Blessed be his most Precious Blood. 
Blessed be Jesus in the most Holy 
    Sacrament of the Altar. 
Blessed be the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.  
Blessed be the great Mother of God, 
    Mary most holy. 
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate     Conception. 
Blessed be her glorious Assumption. 
Blessed be the name of Mary, 
    Virgin and Mother. 
Blessed be Saint Joseph, 
    her spouse most chaste. 
Blessed be God in his angels and 
    in his saints.  

 
While the Blessed Sacrament is replaced in the tabernacle, all sing Psalm 117: 
 

Let us adore, for ever, the most holy Sacrament. 
 

O praise the Lord, all ye heathen : praise him, all ye nations. For his merciful kindness is ever 
more and more towards us: and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever. Praise the Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

Let us adore, for ever, the most holy Sacrament. 
 

VOLUNTARY: Edward Elgar (1857-1934) arr. Martin, Imperial March 
 

A retiring collection is raised. Please make donations in the collection plate 
or tap your debit or credit card on the machine. 

 
 

 


