
All Saints’ Margaret Street 
 

High Mass 
 

Ascension Day       Thursday 18th May, 2023, 6.30pm 
 

The Mass is sung today to the Missa Brevis by 
Neil Cox (b.1955) 
 

All sing THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 
130 Hail the day that sees him rise (omit *) 
 

The choir sings THE INTROIT: 
Viri Galilæi 
 

THE INTRODUCTION & GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have 
sinned against thee and against our 
neighbour, in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. We are 
heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For 
the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for 
us, forgive us all that is past; and grant that 
we may serve thee in newness of life to the 
glory of thy name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 
repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 
life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

KYRIE ELEISON is sung by the choir: 
 

Kyrie eleison Lord, have mercy 
Christe eleison Christ, have mercy 
Kyrie eleison Lord, have mercy 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is sung by the choir: 
 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, 
good will towards men. We praise thee, we 
bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu 
Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God, that 
like as we do believe thy only-begotten Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into 
the heavens; so we may also in heart and mind 
thither ascend and with him continually 
dwell, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING: 
Acts 1.1-11 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all 
that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, 
after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
After his suffering he presented himself alive 
to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. While 
staying with them, he ordered them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 



promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what 
you have heard from me; for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So 
when they had come together, they asked him, 
“Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, 
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 
going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 
 

This is the word of the Lord:  
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 47 is sung by the choir 
 

1. Clap your hands together, all ye people : O 
sing unto God with the voice of melody. 
2. For the Lord is high, and to be feared : he is 
the great King upon all the earth. 
3. He shall subdue the people under us : and 
the nations under our feet. 
4. He shall choose out an heritage for us : even 
the worship of Jacob, whom he loved. 
5. God is gone up with a merry noise : and the 
Lord with the sound of the trump. 
6. O sing praises, sing praises unto our God : O 
sing praises, sing praises unto our King. 
7. For God is the King of all the earth : sing ye 
praises with understanding. 
8. God reigneth over the heathen : God sitteth 
upon his holy seat. 
9. The princes of the people are joined unto the 
people of the God of Abraham : for God, 
which is very high exalted, doth defend the 
earth, as it were with a shield. 
 

THE SECOND READING: 
Ephesians 1.15-23 
 

have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 
your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as 
I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, 
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his 
great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over 
all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

This is the word of the Lord:  
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

God is gone up with a merry noise: and the 
Lord with the sound of the trumpet. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



THE HOLY GOSPEL: 
Luke 24.44-53 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit.  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Luke. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 

hen he said to them, “These are my words that 
I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; 
so stay here in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.” Then he 
led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up 
his hands, he blessed them. While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and 
was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy; and they were continually in 
the temple blessing God. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                      
The Rev’d Steven Brookes, 
Chaplain of The Royal Hospital, Chelsea 
 
All sing THE CREED 
 

Text and music are found on p562 of the hymnal 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The response is: 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

The prayer concludes: Merciful Father, accept 
these prayers for the sake of thy Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

The risen Lord now reigns at God's right hand. 
He is the Prince of Peace. 
 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with 
you. And with thy spirit. 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

Please note that a collection is raised after the 
service, rather than at this point. 
 

The choir sings THE MOTET: 
T.L. da Victoria (1548-1611), 
Ascendens Christus in altum 
 

Christ rose up, alleluia. And took captivity 
prisoner, alleluia. He gave gifts to the men, 
alleluia. God rose in jubilation, and the Lord 
with the sound of the trumpet, alleluia. 
He gave gifts to the men, alleluia. 
 

(Latin responsories for Ascension Day) 
 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice 
and yours may be acceptable to God the 
almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy hands  
for the praise and glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church.  
 

Accept, O Lord, we pray thee, the oblations 
which, in remembrance of the glorious 
Ascension of thy Son, we do offer unto thee: 
and mercifully grant that we, being delivered 
from all perils in this life present, may attain in 
the end unto life everlasting; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

The preface continues. 
 



SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS are sung by the choir 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory, 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The canon continues. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again 
 

The canon concludes: 
O Father Almighty, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI is sung by the choir 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, grant us thy peace. 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world. Blessed are those who are 
called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
come under my roof, but speak the word only 
and my soul shall be healed. 

The choir sings THE COMMUNION CHANT: 

Ecce ego vobiscum sum 
 

Holy Communion is received at two stations. 
Gluten-free hosts are available at the Lady Altar 
station. Those with mobility issues are advised to 
use the Lady Altar station. 
 
All sing THE COMMUNION HYMN: 
286 From glory to glory advancing 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

O God our Father, who in Christ hast raised 
up our humanity and fed us with the bread of 
heaven: mercifully grant that, nourished with 
such spiritual blessings, we may set our hearts 
in the heavenly places; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING, to which all respond: Amen. 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

All sing THE FINAL HYMN: 
134 The head that once was crowned with 
thorns 
 

VOLUNTARY: Simon Preston (1938-2022), 
Alleluyas 
 

A retiring collection is raised. Please make 
donations in the collection plate or tap your debit 

or credit card on the machine. 
 

The bar will open at 12.30 for one hour, for 
members and their guests. New members are 

welcome.

 


