
All Saints’ Margaret Street 
 

High Mass 
 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter       14th May, 2023, 11am 
 

The Mass is sung today to the Missa O quam 
gloriosum by T.L. da Victoria (1548-1611) 
 

The choir sings THE INTROIT: 
Vocem iucunditatis annunitate 
 

THE INTRODUCTION & GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
 

VIDI AQUAM 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, filled with Easter 
joy, let us prepare our hearts for the 
celebration of this Mass by reminding 
ourselves of the new life we received through 
the waters of baptism, and Christ’s triumph 
over death and sin. 
 

God our Father, thy gift of water brings life 
and freshness to the earth; in baptism it is a 
sign of the washing away of our sins and the 
gift of life eternal. Sanctify this water, we pray. 
Renew the living spring of thy life within us, 
that we may be free from sin and filled with 
thy saving health, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The people are sprinkled with water as the choir 
sings THE ANTIPHON 
 

I beheld water, which proceeded out of the 
temple, on the right side thereof, Alleluya: and 
all they to whom that water came were healed 
every one: and they say, Alleluya, Alleluya. O 
give thanks unto the Lord for he is gracious: 
and his mercy endureth forever. 
 

May the God of love and power forgive you 
and free you from your sins, heal and 
strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to 
new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is sung by the choir: 
 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, 
good will towards men. We praise thee, we 
bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu 
Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

God our redeemer, who hast delivered us 
from the power of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of thy Son: grant, that as by 
his death he hath recalled us to life, so by his 
continual presence in us he may raise us to 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 17.22-31 
 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and 
said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went 
through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them 
an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown 
god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who 
made the world and everything in it, he who 
is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands, nor is he 



served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals 
life and breath and all things. From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, so that they would 
search for God and perhaps grope for him and 
find him—though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own 
poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to 
think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, 
now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he 
will have the world judged in righteousness 
by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.”  
 

This is the word of the Lord:  
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 66.7-18 is sung by the choir 
 

7.  O praise our God, ye people : and make the 
voice of his praise to be heard; 
8. Who holdeth our soul in life : and suffereth 
not our feet to slip. 
9. For thou, O God, hast proved us : thou also 
hast tried us, like as silver is tried. 
10. Thou broughtest us into the snare : and 
laidest trouble upon our loins. 
11. Thou sufferedst men to ride over our heads 
: we went through fire and water, and thou 
broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 
12. I will go into thine house with burnt-
offerings : and will pay thee my vows, which I 
promised with my lips, and spake with my 
mouth, when I was in trouble. 
13. I will offer unto thee fat burnt-sacrifices, 
with the incense of rams : I will offer bullocks 
and goats. 
14. O come hither, and hearken, all ye that fear 
God : and I will tell you what he hath done for 
my soul. 

15. I called unto him with my mouth : and gave 
him praises with my tongue. 
16. If I incline unto wickedness with mine 
heart : the Lord will not hear me. 
17. But God hath heard me : and considered 
the voice of my prayer. 
18. Praised be God who hath not cast out my 
prayer : nor turned his mercy from me. 
 

THE SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3.13-22 
 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do 
what is good? But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not 
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 
Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good 
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it 
is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 
should be God's will, than to suffer for doing 
evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for 
all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 
to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days 
of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal 
of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God 
for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject 
to him. 
 

This is the word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 



THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

I came forth from the Father, and am come into 
the world: again I leave the world, and go to 
the Father. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 14.15-21 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit.  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 

“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be 
with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, because he abides with you, and he will 
be in you. “I will not leave you orphaned; I am 
coming to you. In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because 
I live, you also will live. On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you. They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who 
love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                       Fr. Alan Rimmer 
 

THE CREED is sung by the choir 
 

The text may be found on p562 of the hymnal 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The response is: 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

The prayer concludes: Merciful Father, accept 
these prayers for the sake of thy Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 

And after eight days, when the doors were 
shut: stood Jesus in the midst of his disciples, 
and said, Peace be unto you. 
 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with 
you. And with thy spirit. 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

Please note that a collection is raised after the 
service, rather than at this point. 
 

The choir sings THE MOTET: 
G.P. da Palestrina (1525-94), Exultate Deo 
 

Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a 
joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. Take a 
psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the 
pleasant harp with the psaltery. Blow up the 
trumpet in the new moon, in the time 
appointed, on our solemn feast day. 
 

(Psalm 80.2-4) 
 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice 
and yours may be acceptable to God the 
almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy hands  
for the praise and glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church.  
 

We beseech thee, O Lord, to accept the prayer 
and oblations of thy faithful people: that 
through this observance of our bounden 
devotion, we may attain to the glory of thy 
heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

The preface continues. 
 

  



SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS are sung by the choir 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory, 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The canon continues. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again 
 

The canon concludes: 
O Father Almighty, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI is sung by the choir 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, grant us thy peace. 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world. Blessed are those who are 
called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
come under my roof, but speak the word only 
and my soul shall be healed. 
 

The choir sings THE COMMUNION CHANT: 

Si diligitis me 
 

Holy Communion is received at two stations. 
Gluten-free hosts are available at the Lady Altar 
station. Those with mobility issues are advised to 
use the Lady Altar station. 

All sing THE COMMUNION HYMN: 
342 Breathe on me, Breath of God 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ doth 
give the water of eternal life: may we ever 
thirst for thee, the spring of life and fountain 
of goodness, through him who liveth and 
reigneth, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

To which all respond: Amen. 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

All sing THE FINAL HYMN: 
378 Immortal love for ever full 
 

All sing REGINA CÆLI: 
 

Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven, alleluia. 
He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia. 
As he promised hath arisen, alleluia. 
Pour for us to God thy prayer, alleluia. 
 

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia! 
For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 

O God, who by the Resurrection of thy Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, hast given joy unto the 
world: grant we beseech thee that by the help 
of his Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain 
the joys of life eternal, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

VOLUNTARY: J.S. Bach (1685-1750), Fugue in 
F BWV 540ii 
 

A retiring collection is raised. Please make 
donations in the collection plate or tap your debit 

or credit card on the machine. 
 

The bar will open at 12.30 for one hour, for 
members and their guests. New members are 

welcome.



 


