
All Saints’ Margaret Street 
 

High Mass 
 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity      17th September, 2023, 11am 
 

The Mass is sung today to the Communion 
Service in C by John Ireland (1879-1962) 
 

The choir sings THE INTROIT: 
Da pacem, Domine 
 

THE INTRODUCTION & GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have 
sinned against thee and against our 
neighbour, in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. We are 
heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For 
the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for 
us, forgive us all that is past; and grant that 
we may serve thee in newness of life to the 
glory of thy name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 
repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 
life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

KYRIE ELEISON is sung by the choir 
 

Kyrie eleison Lord, have mercy 
Christe eleison Christ, have mercy 
Kyrie eleison Lord, have mercy 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is sung by the choir 
 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, 
good will towards men. We praise thee, we 
bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 

almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu 
Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

God, who of thy generous mercy didst send 
the Holy Spirit upon thy Church in the 
burning fire of thy love: grant that thy people 
may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, ever abiding in thee, they may be found 
steadfast in faith and active in service; through 
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING: Genesis 50.15-21 
 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s 
brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for 
all the wrong that we did to him?” So they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave 
this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: 
I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers 
and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him. Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and 
said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the 
place of God? Even though you intended to do 
harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 



today. So have no fear; I myself will provide 
for you and your little ones.” In this way he 
reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

This is the word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 103.8-13 is sung by the choir 
 

8. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy : 
long-suffering, and of great goodness. 
9. He will not alway be chiding : neither 
keepeth he his anger for ever. 
10. He hath not dealt with us after our sins : 
nor rewarded us according to our 
wickednesses. 
11. For look how high the heaven is in 
comparison of the earth : so great is his mercy 
also toward them that fear him. 
12. Look how wide also the east is from the 
west : so far hath he set our sins from us. 
13. Yea, like as a father pitieth his own 
children: even so is the Lord merciful unto 
them that fear him. 
 

THE SECOND READING: Romans 14.1-12 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not 
for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the 
weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must 
not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who 
eat, for God has welcomed them. Who are you 
to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able 
to make them stand. Some judge one day to be 
better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in 
their own minds. Those who observe the day, 
observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat 
for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, 
while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord 
and give thanks to God. For we do not live to 
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 
die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this 
end Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or 
sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before 
the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As 
I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall give praise to 
God.” So then, each one of us will be held 
accountable. 
 

This is the word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King 
over all the earth. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 18.21-35 
 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if my 
brother or sister sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 
Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and 
children and all his possessions and payment 
to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him and 
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as 
he went out, came upon one of his fellow 
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what 
you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he 



went and threw him into prison until he 
would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves 
saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their 
lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over 
to be tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                       Fr. Alan Rimmer 
 

All sing THE CREED 
 

Text and music are found on p.562 of the hymnal 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The response is: 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

The prayer concludes: Merciful Father, accept 
these prayers for the sake of thy Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to 
God in one body by the cross. We meet in his 
name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

Please note that a collection is raised after the 
service, rather than at this point. 
 
The choir sings THE MOTET: Gabriel Fauré 
(1845-1924), Cantique de Jean Racine 
 

Word of the Highest, our only hope, 
Eternal day of earth and the heavens, 
We break the silence of the peaceful night; 
Saviour Divine, cast your eyes upon us! 
 

Pour on us the fire of your powerful grace, 
That all hell may flee at the sound of your  
   voice; 
Banish the slumber of a weary soul, 
That brings forgetfulness of your laws! 
 

O Christ, look with favour upon your faithful  
   people 
Now gathered here to praise you; 
Receive their hymns offered to your immortal  
   glory; 
May they go forth filled with your gifts. 
 

(Paraphrase of Consors paterni luminis, Latin 
hymn at Matins) 
 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice 
and yours may be acceptable to God the 
almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy hands  
for the praise and glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church.  
 

Grant, we beseech thee, O Lord our God: that 
this saving Victim may effectually avail, both 
for the cleansing of our souls from all their 
sins, and for the obtaining of the favour of 
thine almighty power; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

The preface continues. 
 

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS are sung by the choir 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory, 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The canon continues. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again 



The canon concludes: O Father Almighty, world 
without end. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI is sung by the choir 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. (twice) 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, grant us thy peace. 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world. Blessed are those who are 
called to his supper.  
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
come under my roof, but speak the word only 
and my soul shall be healed. 
 

The choir sings THE COMMUNION CHANT: 
Quam pretiosa est 
 

Holy Communion is received at either of the two 
stations. Gluten-free hosts are available at the Lady 
Altar station. Those with mobility issues are 
advised to use the Lady Altar station.  
 

All sing THE COMMUNION HYMN: 
66 'Forgive our sins as we forgive' 
 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church 
with thy perpetual mercy; and, because our 
human frailty without thee cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by thy help from all things 
hurtful and lead us to all things profitable to 
our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING, to which all respond: Amen. 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
All sing THE FINAL HYMN: 
384 Jesu, my Lord, my God, my All 
 
All sing THE ANGELUS: 
 

The Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary.   
And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.  
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is 
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.   
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen. 
 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord.   
Be it unto me according to thy word.  
 

Hail Mary, full of grace… Holy Mary, Mother 
of God, pray for us sinners now and at the 
hour of our death. Amen. 
 

And the Word was made flesh.   
And dwelt among us. 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace… Holy Mary, Mother 
of God, pray for us sinners now and at the 
hour of our death. Amen. 
 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.   
That we may be made worthy of the promises 
of Christ. 
 

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into 
our hearts; that as we have known the 
Incarnation of thy Son, Jesus Christ, by the 
message of an angel, so by his cross and 
passion we may be brought to the glory of his 
resurrection; through the same Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

VOLUNTARY: François Couperin (1668-
1733), Offertoire sur les grands jeux from 
Messe pour les paroisses 
 

A retiring collection is raised. Please make 
donations in the collection plate or tap your debit 
or credit card on the machine. The bar will open at 
12.30 for one hour, for members and their guests. 

New members are welcome.


