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§ All stand when the bell rings. Join in with the emboldened antiphon of the Advent Prose.  
 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity forever: thy holy cities are a 
wilderness, Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: our holy and our beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised thee. 
 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, and we all do fade as a leaf: and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away: thou hast hid thy face from us: and hast 
consumed us, because of our iniquities.  
 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may 
know me and believe me: I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour: 
and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.  
 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry: I have blotted out as a 
thick cloud thy transgressions: Fear not, for I will save thee: For I am the Lord thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer.  
 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

cf. Isaiah, 45.8 
 

RORATE CAELI 
Mode i 

  

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. 
Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.  
 

Psalm 25.1-3 



THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

In the name of the✠Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against thee and 
against our neighbour, in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and 
grant that we may serve thee in newness of life to the glory of thy 
name. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,  
✠pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Mass setting BERLINER MESSE 
Arvo Pärt, b.1935 

Kyrie eleison; Christe eleison; Kyrie eleison. 
 

THE COLLECT  

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and 
put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 
 

§ All sit. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 2.1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days 
to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to 
it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and 



the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and 
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the LORD! 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY 122 
I WAS glad when they said unto me:  We will go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall 
stand in thy gates: O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is built as a city: that is at unity in itself. For 
thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord: to testify unto Israel, to give thanks 
unto the Name of the Lord. For there is the seat of judgement: even the seat of the house of 
David. O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within 
thy walls: and plenteousness within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions’ sakes: I 
will wish thee prosperity.  Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God: I will seek to do 
thee good. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 13.11-14 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not 
in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 24.36-44 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Show us thy mercy, O Lord: and grant us thy salvation. Psalm 85.7 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit.  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 



Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

§ All sit.  
 

HOMILY  
Fr Alan Rimmer 
The Assistant Priest 
 

§ All stand to sing the Creed. 

 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible:  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the 
third day he rose again according to the scriptures, and ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall 
come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: whose 
kingdom shall have no end.  

 



And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the Giver of life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the 
prophets. And I believe one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord.  
And let light perpetual shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace. Amen.  

 

Hail Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy 
Mary Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death. Amen.  
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

THE PEACE  
Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high 
hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

Luke 1.78-79 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And with thy spirit.  
 

§ All sit. 
 

Rorate caeli desuper, et nubes pluant justum: aperiatur terra, et germinet salvatorem. 
Benedixisti, Domine, terram tuam: avertisti captivitatem Jacob.  
  

Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto. Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper, et in 
saecula saeculorum. Amen. 
 



Drop down ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: 
Let the earth open and bring forth a Saviour. Lord, thou hast blessed thy land: 
Thou hast turned away the captivity of Jacob. Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 
 

cf. Isaiah 45.8 
 

William Byrd, 1540-1623 
§ All stand. 

 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God the almighty Father. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, for our good, and the good of 
all his holy Church.  

 

Grant, we beseech three, O Lord that the effectual power of these holy 
mysteries may in such wise cleanse us from all our iniquities; that we may in all 
purity attain unto him who is the Author of the same. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you.  
And with thy spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 

§ The celebrant sings the preface.  
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory, Glory be to 
thee, O Lord most high. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.      
  

§ All kneel. The Canon of the Mass follows. 
 

Great is the Mystery of Faith: 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim thy Death, 
O Lord, until thou come again.  
 

§ The Canon concludes: Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 



THE COMMUNION RITE 
 

§ The celebrant introduces the Lord’s Prayer, which is sung by all. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

§ As the choir sings the Agnus, the celebrant shows the consecrated host to the people: 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are those 
who are called to his supper.  
 

§ All reply.  
 

Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, but 
speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 

§ Anyone baptized in the name of the Trinity may receive Holy Communion. Low-gluten 
hosts are available at the Lady Altar, which also avoids the steps. 

 

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 
 

Psalm 85.12 
 

§ All sing the communion hymn.  

 

THEE we adore, O hidden Saviour, thee, 
Who in thy Sacrament art pleased to be; 
Both flesh and spirit in thy presence fail, 
Yet here thy presence we devoutly hail. 

 

O blest memorial of our dying Lord, 
Who living bread to men doth here afford! 

O may our souls for ever feed on thee, 
And thou, O Christ, for ever precious be. 

 



Fountain of goodness, Jesu, Lord and God, 
Cleanse us, unclean, with thy most cleansing blood; 

Increase our faith and love, that we may know 
The hope and peace which from thy presence flow. 

 

O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see, 
May what we thirst for soon our portion be, 
To gaze on thee unveiled, and see thy face, 

The vision of thy glory and thy grace. 
 

St Thomas Aquinas, 1227-1274 
ADORO TE 

Mode v 
§ All stand.  
 

O Lord our God, as we wait for the coming of thy Son our Lord, preserve us in 
watchfulness and faith, that when he shall appear, he may not find us asleep in 
sin but active to serve him and joyful to praise him; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

And may the blessing of God almighty, the ✠Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.               

 

§ All sing. 
COME, thou long-expected Jesus, 

Born to set thy people free, 
From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art, 

Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

 



Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By Thine own eternal Spirit, 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
CROSS OF JESUS 

John Stainer, 1840-1901 
THE ANGELUS 
THE Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary.   
And she conceived by the Holy Ghost. 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.   
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour 
of our death. Amen. 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord.   
Be it unto me according to thy word.  
Hail Mary… 
And the Word was made flesh.   
And dwelt among us.  
Hail Mary… 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.   
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
We beseech thee, O Lord, to pour forth thy grace into our hearts, that, as we 
have known the Incarnation of thy Son, Jesus Christ, by the message of an angel, 
so, by his Cross and Passion, may we be brought unto the glory of his 
Resurrection, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY  
NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND BWV 659 

J.S. Bach, 1685-1750 

 

Welcome to All Saints’, especially if you are visiting. Please join us for refreshments after 
Mass. The Parish Bar will be open from 12.30pm.  



 
 
 

 
 

TONIGHT 
ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 

with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
Byrd | McDowall | Gibbons | H. Praetorius | Skempton 

& favourite Advent Carols 
6pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Collection is taken at the card reader at the back of church, 

or by using this QR code. Thank you for your support. 
 


